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proves that he had been furnished, probably by Mr. Robert Dodsley, with whatever hints that eminent poet had contributed towards a great literary project, that had been the subject of important consideration in a former reign.
The booksellers who contracted with Johnson, single and Unaided, for the execution of a work, which in other countries has not been effected but by the co-operating exertions of many, were Mr. Robert Dodsley, Mr. Charles Hitch1, Mr. Andrew Millar, the two Messieurs Longman, and the two Messieurs Knapton. The price stipulated was fifteen hundred and seventy-five pounds3.
The Plan was addressed to Philip Dormer, Earl of Chesterfield, then one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State3; a nobleman who was very ambitious of literary distinction, and who, upon being informed of the design, had expressed himself in terms very favourable to its success. There is, perhaps in every thing of any consequence, a secret history which it would be amusing to know, could we have it authentically communicated. Johnson told me4, ' Sir, the way in which the Plan of my Dictionary came to be inscribed to Lord Chesterfield, was this : I had neglected to write it by the time appointed. Dodsley suggested a desire to have it addressed to Lord Chesterfield. I laid hold of this as a pretext for delay, that it might be better done, and let Dodsley have his desire. I said to my friend, Dr. Bathurst, " Now if any. good comes of my addressing to Lord Chesterfield, it will be ascribed to deep policy, when, in fact, it was only a casual excuse for laziness."'
It is worthy of observation, that the Plan has not only the
renders it likely that the work was     Murphy's Johnson, p. 78.    See post,
beginning of 1756.
3  'The truth is, that the several situations   which   I   have   been   in having made rne long the plastron [butt] of dedications, I am become as callous to flattery as some people are  to abuse.'    Lord Chesterfield, date of Dec. 15, 1755 ; Chesterfield's Misc. Works, iv. 266.
4 September 22, 1777, going from Ashbournc  in   Derbyshire,   to   see Islam.   BOSWELL.
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begun earlier than Boswell thought.
' In the title-page of the first edition after the name of Hitch comes that of L. Hawes.
' 'During the progress of the work he had received at different times the amount of his contract; and when his receipts were produced to him at a tavern-dinner given by the booksellers, it appeared that he had been paid a hundred pounds and upwards .more than his clue.", the scheme of an English Dictionary;     he would  not be displeased that  I but I had long thought of it.'   Post,     have undertaken it.'    Wnrks, v. 20. Oct. 10, 1779.                                           As Pope died on May 30, 1744, this
